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A ficst visit to 1

From the moment I stepped into Tokyo/Narita Airport and saw Junko and Atsuko there to
greet me with a smile and a cheery wave, I knew I was going to enjoy my stay with the
Scottish country dancers of Japan.

After a free day spent sightseeing with friends I was ready to be escorted to La Salle for
the Tokyo Branch weekend workshop. We all went by train and what a pleasure it is to
have trains that always run on time! On Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning I had
two groups of about 20 teachers for workshop sessions and despite the differences in our
languages we all seemed to communicate well. They were all good dancers with an
excellent knowledge of all steps and formations and pretending to be beginners was very
difficult! Sometimes the desire to dance well didn’t allow the joyful social spirit to shine
through, but this improved as everyone relaxed. The question and answer session after
dinner ranged from my dancing history, to the intricacies of transitions and the meaning
of dance names and was enjoyed by all.

Other members arrived on Sunday and the classes in the afternoon and on Monday were,
for me, equally stimulating, especially as I had the services of three excellent musicians.
During the dance on Sunday evening all three pianists took part and for some dances
were joined by others, who exchanged their dancing shoes for musical instruments — truly,
a talented group under the guidance of Hiroko.

It was altogether a wonderful weekend, experiencing Japanese hospitality and culture in a
most friendly atmosphere. I did enjoy being part of the Japanese family of Scottish
country dancers, albeit for a very short time and wish to thank everyone for making me so
welcome.
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It was with some fear that I accepted to teach at your workshop, even more worried when
I discovered I was to teach prelim and fully certificated teachers. But with a warm
welcome at Narita airport soon dispelled any worries. At the start of my short spell in
Tokyo it was great to see Etsuko Ohno, Yasuko Iida and the dancers who visited Scotland
last year. This group can certainly socialise as well as they can dance.

I enjoyed teaching the teachers class and putting together the medley, often dancers over
estimate their own ability but I found that in Tokyo the standard of technique and general
knowledge of dance was of a very high standard and all teachers were well deserved of
their certificate. Again in the general class the standard of dance was high. It was only
when I was about to leave that I more relaxed and beginning to get to know everybody.
My only regret is that I didn't allow more time to sightsee but I feel I have made many
new friends and thoroughly enjoyed my visit.

Hope to see you all again and thank you for making me feel so welcome.
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